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in cutting and carving afterwards. Care means time, and wliat
you get done in five years you shall take fifty to complete your
work in; and Fergusson admits that it must have probably
taken fifty years to make the Ivailas.

The decline and fall of Buddhism in Western India meant
the clearing out of the inmates of these temple caves. Then
came the work of demolition, but also; strange to say, of
preservation. As soon as the caves were left to themselves, to
speak childishly, Nature began to assert her supremacy. The
rain fell at first with gentle patter, and then with the full burst
of the monsoon. Silently it soaked into the superincumbent
earth and carried down the mud and debris with which it was
charged, until it choked up the entrance of some of the greatest
caves. The wind came, howled, and blew the dust, gravel, and
decayed vegetation into them. Year after year and century
after century the tide of earth rose. You can still see the limit
of the tide mark where the debris has been cleared away on the
legs of the colossi, stamped indelibly. "Where the earth was
deep enough, trees grew. But, unlike the works of masoncraft,
the sides of the temple caves and the monolithic structure defied
the power of vegetation to destroy, for no pipal tree, as in
Bassein, can twist its roots or find a matrix in the crannies of
Kailas. In some of the courts the earth stood fifteen feet thick.
Bhaja was enveloped in an earthy curtain and had disappeared,
until its beautiful capitals and sculpture, as clear and perfect as
the day they left the workman's chisel, were laid bare by the
hand of man. The cutting of some of the masses of accumulated
debris, looks like the geological sections in a picture-book. Xo
relic, coin, or tool, if we except a rude chisel and hammer, lias
been found -in the clearing away of this detritus. Xor could
such be expected, for the masses which had to be excavated
consisted not of the chips and fragments of the work when it
was being hewed out, but of the delris which had accumulated
after the caves were deserted. In this respect they were unlike
the kitchen middens of the North, which have yielded such
valuable finds of flint and bone to reward the labours of the
"archaeologist. They contained the implements of the time when
these middens were in course of formation, and which had been
either worn out and thrown away as useless, or lost among the